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The Minoans seem to have been rather poor in
defensive weapons. They wore no armour during
fights but carried a shield, A leather helmet,
reaching down to the end of the cheeks, however, was
worn in wars and gladiatorial combats. A straight
thin sword was their chief weapon of offence. It was
often ornamented with designs in inlaid metals.
The Minoans were perhaps a brunette race, much
like the modern Italians. Their skin was red, their
hair was dark brown to black, their features were
'Caucasian'.
Inscriptions, unlike the Egyptian and the Assy-
rian, do not appear on the walls along the paintings^
but figure almost exclusively on tablets of which great
stores were found at Knossos and elsewhere. These
tablets are supposed to be inventories and accounts
of objects although they have not been read as yet*
The seal-impressions give some idea about the chariot
which was in use at this stage of about the 15th century
B. c. On one of these there occurs the figure of a
war-horse, rather a small variety, very possibly recently
Introduced from Egypt.
Life lived was rather gay and inaustere, un-
trammelled by religious rigours. The gods, how-
ever, were known, and a mother goddess bearing
serpents seems to have been universally honoured.
There were perhaps numerous minor deities pf wood&
and streams and stones and of the ocean, huntress-
goddesses, and sun-warriors. Dryads, Satyrs, and
Fauns, Naiads and Nereids and Old Men of the Sea,
who have been formed depicted on many a Minoan
seal-intaglio. The funerary rites were perhaps in-
fluenced by the Egyptian. The dead were usually
placed in pottery coffins.
Besides the frescoes on walls and paintings on the
vases, which give us an idea of the free riotous   life